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UNITED STATES DEPARTtlENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Uashington, O.C. 20240 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 

APPLICATION-PART 1 
Instructions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before conpletinq application. No 
certification nay be nade unless a conpleted application forn has been received. Use typewriter or 
print clearly in dark ink to conplete th* application foxn. If additional space is needed to conplete 
Part 1. use the reverse side ox a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicating the owner's nan* and 
nailing address. Part 1 of this application nay be conpleted and sent to the appropriate State Historic 
Preservation Officer at anytine during trie year. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1. None of property: tlarket hews 

Address of property: 1236 West Lonbard Street 

City Baltinore County Baltinore State haryland Zip Code 21223 

Nane of historic district in which property is located: Union Square 

Check here if request is for: 
_X certification (structure contributes to significance of the district) 

decertification (structure does not contribute to the significance of the district) 
_ easenent qualification (for conation of easenent on structure or land for conservation purposes). 

2. Description of Physical Appearance: (see attached). 

3. Statenent of Significance: (see attached). 

A . None and Hailing Address of Owner: 

Nane narket news LTD Partnership 

Street 13 S. Carrollton Avenue 

City Baltinore State tlaryland Zip Code 21223 

Telephone nunbei (during day): Area Code (301)-539-255-3 

I hereby attest that the infornation I have provided is to the Pest of ny knowledge, correct, and that I 
an owner of trie property described above. 

Signature •- ' Date -
Social Security Nunber o? Taxpayer Identification Nunbex: Applied For. 

For office use only 
The structure described above is included within the boundaries of a Registered Historic District and 

contributes does not contribute to the character of trie district. 

The structure appears does not appear to neet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR . 
60.6) end will likely will not be noninated to the National Register in accord with the Department 
of the Interior procedures (36 CRF 60). 

The structure is located in a district which appears does not appear to neet National Register 
Criteria foi evaluation (36 CFft 60.6) end will lively will pot b? noninated to the National Register 
in accord witn Departnent of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). and appears does not appeal to 
contribute to the character of said district or will likely will net be reconnended for 
certification as substantially neeting National Register criteria. 

Signature g & f a ' ^ C - Date &»jf_ 
~/7 State Historic Preservation Officer 



B-4011 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART 1 
Statement of Significance 

Address of Property: 1236 Uest Lonbard Street 

None and flailing Address of Owner 

None: Rarket Hews LTD Partnership 

Street: 13 S. Carrollton Avenue 

City: ealtinore State: Maryland Zip Code: 21223 

Telephone number (during day): Area Code (301)-539-2553 

1236 Uest Lonbard StTeet plays a significant architectural and historical role in the Union Square Historic 
District. The Union Square area is a renarkably intact nineteenth century residential and commercial district 
which could serve as an excellent exanple of what Anerican cities looked and felt like during the last century. 

The Union Square neighborhood was the early site of country houses for wealthy Baltinoreans. The area 
renained rural until the 1830's when the B & 0 Railroad established its shops at Poppleton and Pratt Streets and 
other related industries gTew up nearby. Many of the immigrants who worked in the industrial shops lived close 
to their jobs. The Hollins Market, founded in 1838 with its present Italianate building completed in 1864, 
served as a connercial magnet, as a neighborhood convenience, as an architectural nodel, and as a community 
center. In 1847, the Donnell fanily donated a block of lond to the city for use as a pork, a block which brcine 
Union Square. The Oonnells then developed the adjacent land as a real estate venture, host of the building in 
the streets surrounding Union Square were constructed during city-wide, pre and post Civil Uar building boors. 
Development followed the grid systen laid out by Thonas Poppleton in 1818; a systen in which the east/west 
streets were nost important, with lesser houses located in the north/south streets and the alleys. Given Union 
Square's early developers, and its magnificent rowhouses, the nineteenth century history of the Union Square 
neighborhood might well serve as a paradigm for the development of the city of Baltinore. 

1236 Uest Lonbard Street is constructed on land which was originally part of "Bond's Pleasant Hills," 
ouned by Philip Rogers, a successful businessman and public servant. In 1785, he leased part of his estate 
to merchant Thorowgood Snith who built Uillowbrook, a Palladian style estate house, on the site of the 
present Steuart Hill Elenentary School, just west of Union Square Park. One year later in 1799, Smith was 
forced to sell the house and the lease on the land to John Donnell, another merchant and the husbanq of 
Smith's niece. Donnell added more of Rogers' land to his holdings and purchased other nearby land. By 1819 
he owned 53 acres. He died in 1827, leaving his estate to his wife, who conveyed it to her sons in 1847. 
That same year she donated 3 1/2 acres to the city for a park, now Union Square Park. In 1851 John S. 
Donnell bought all of the interest in the land from his two brothers, and in 1864 sold the nouse to trie 
Catholic Church for the House of the Good Shepard. Donnell developed some of the land hinsslf and some he 
sold to others for the construction of houses. 

1236 Uest Lombard Street was one of several lots on Hollins and Uest Lonbard Streets developed by John 
B. Roberts. Roberts, a carpenter, no doubt served as the 19th century equivalent of both developer and 
contractor, and himself lived on Uest Lonbard Street. The house was part of th? city wide housing boom thct 
began arounq i§58. In fact, the Sun noted nearby nouses as evidence of the city's growth in tnis period, 
and described these dwellings as second class." Roberts bought the land in 1858 and in the sane year sold 
it to Joseph Janes and Sidney Taylor, husband and wife, who, according to the City Directory of 1860. lived 
on Uest Lombard Street. 



B-4011 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION AFPLICATION - PART 1 

Description of Physical Appearance 

Address of Property: 1236 Uest Lombard Street 

None and Hailing Address of Owner 

None: rlarket flews LTD Partnership 

Street: 13 S. Carrollton Avenue 

City: Baltimore State: Maryland Zip Code: 21223 

Telephone nunber (during day): Area Code (30l)-539-25S3 

1236 Uest Lombard Street, located in the Union Square Historic District, is a rowhouse sharing the typical 
style, proportions, scale, and naterials of the district in general. 

One of the nost renarkable aspects of the Union Square neighborhood renains the lines of rouhouses still 
visible on every street. The east/west streets contain nostly Italianate rowhouses built by developers for 
niddle class families just before and after the Civil Uar. A systen of ground rents—where the developer nade 
noney by selling the house but leasing the land—brought lower selling prices and node single fanily hones 
affordable for nucn of Baltinore's population. Tne Baltinore adaptation of the Italianate style featured tall, 
three-story houses each with a flat projecting cornice, elaborately framed doorway, tall narrow windows, and 
white narble steps. The developnent of the scroll saw neant that the brick houses could have front facades with 
decorated wooden doorways and cornices adorned with nodillions. dentils, brackets, and other scroll work. Metal 
cornices followed the styles set by their wooden predecessors. Sinple interiors, just one roon wide, had front 
parlors, sone folloued by curving staircases to the upper floors, a dining roon. and a kitchen. Uider houses 
included a first floor entrance hall along side the parlor. In this busy connercial neighborhood sone of the 
houses were built, or nodified. to occonnodate first floor shops above the raised basements. Developed for 
their economy and practicality, these Italianate rownouses have beauty, grace, and dynamisn when seen in a 
group, lining both sides of the street. 

1236 Uest Lonbard Street is a snail two bay, three story Italianate rowhouse built above a sligntly raised 
basement. The facade is currently covered with fornstone. The two first floor windows are very narrow. The 
front windows are 1/1. Three brick steps lead up to the inset door topped by a transon and a relieving arch. 
The facade roof is flat and has no cornice. The interior plan is atypical in that the stairway between the 
first and second floor, and the stairway between the second and third floor, are in different places. 

The front building has a shed roof which slopes away fron the street. The roof of the brick two story back 
building slopes touard its alley. There is a chimney on the roof of the front building. There are two windows 
in the side elevation, which are 1/1 and the rear elevation has a door. A brick one story addition to the first 
floor has badly deteriorated. 
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